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HIS plain Diſcourſe is made 
public, as a tribute to the Can- 


dour of the Reverend and worthy Mi- 


niſters, who attended the preaching of 
it. Apprehending the ſubject to be 


| intereſting, and worthy of the ſerious 


attention of Profeſſing Chriſtians, they 
concurred in requeſting its publication. 
It, therefore, appears with very little 
alteration, excepting that the introduc- 
tion, which was omitted in the deli- 
very, to avoid taking up too much 


time, is here inſerted. That the Di- 
vine Bleſſing may render it uſeful, in 


ſome degree, in promoting the vital 
ſavour of Chriſtian Piety, is the ut- 
moſt wiſh the Author can indulge con- 
cerning it. 
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Mar rTREW, V. 15. 


L are the Salt of the Earth : but if the falt 
have loft its  ſavour, wherewith ſhall it be 

Salted ? It is thenceforth good for nothing 

but to be caft out, and to be trodden FED 1 


has of 1 men. 
HE kingdom of providence is very 


extenſive, and comprehends all the 
various tribes of Beings, which, as the crea- 


tures of his power, are dependent upon God. 
But the concerns of mankind are, in a more 
_ peculiar manner, managed and directed by 
it. As they occupy the firſt place in the ſcale 
of beings upon earth, it is but reaſonable to 
admit, that their intereſts ſhould be pecu- 
liarly regarded in the diſpenſations of provi- 
dence. Yet I apprehend, that the temporal 


concerns of men are not the principal object 


SO. which 


which the Lord bas in view in the govern- 
ment of the world; but that every diſpen- 
ſation is deſigned in ſubſerviency to the ſal- 
vation of his people, as the firſt of all Divine 
purpoſes. The church is God's kingdom, 
in which he has fixed his throne. To ite 
concerns he pays the moſt peculiar atten- 
tion; and d proſperity he deſigns to pro- 
mote.— The church is the immediate object 
of his munificence and grace. And though 
his goodneſs is more live, than to be 
entirely confined within its limits; yet the 
world ſhall one day know, that the mercy 
and forbearance which they now experience, 
is, in a great meaſure, the fruit of the love of 
God to his own people. Let it not be ob- 
jected here, * that the ungodly ſhare more 
largely in the common bounties of provi- 
dence, than the children of God:“ for, com- 
pared with thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings which 
real chriſtians are favoured with, theſe are 
but the crumbs which fall from his table, 
after his children have been ſupplied. 

On the other hand; when the diſpenſa- 
tions of providence wear a frowning aſpect, 
and diſcover manifeſt ſigns of the divine diſ- 
pleaſure ; we may juſtly ſuppoſe that they are 
expreſſive of divine reſentment on account 
of the corrupt principles and licentious man- 
ners which are ſo prevalent in the world. 
At the ſame time, if we attend ſeriouſly to 
the ſtate of things in the church and among 

the profeſſors of religion, I am much mit- 
| taken 


taken if the chief occafions of the divine re- 

ſentment are not to be found among them. 
The Lord's words to Iſrael ſeem to confirm 
what has now been advanced. Amos iii. 2. 
You only have I known of all the families of the 
earth : therefore I will puniſh you for all your 
iniguities. He ſeverely puniſhed his own 
people for thoſe fins, which for a long time 
he overlooked in heathen nations. And 
univerſally, the nearer we are related to God, 
the more offenſive will our fins be in his 
ſight, and the more ſeverely will he animad- 
vert upon them. I therefore apprehend, 
that, upon ſuch an occafion as this, when 
we are met together to deprecate the judg- 
ments of God, and to mourn over the fins 
which have expoſed us to them, the ſtate of 
the church ſhould employ our peculiar at- 
tention ; and that it ſhould be our firſt con- 
cern to promote a reformation there. For_ 
if the church enjoys the approbation of the 
Lord, he will bleſs the world for its ſake. 
And therefore the words which have been 
read muſt appear to preſent us with a very 
ſuitable and ſeaſonable ſubject of devout me- 
ditation. Ye are the ſalt of the earth, &c. 
To illuſtrate and improve the ſubject I ſhall 
conſider, 


4s On what -apcounts; ate real chriſtians, or 


the church of God, called 7he ſalt of tbe 
earth 4 


B 2 . What 


— 


9 


=: What conſtitutes that gracious ſavour 
| which renders them the ſalt of the earth? 


m. The ſad ſtate and miſerable doom of 
the profeſſors of religion, when FP have 
Toft this ſpiritual fayour, 


I. On what accounts are real dhritdens. or 


the 8 — ae called 15 * of rhe 
earth? 


The 3 and uſes of falt among na- 
tural things, are too well known to require 
a particular deſcription in this place. Who 
knows not its uſefulneſs in preſerving the 
fleſh of animals defigned for food, from be- 
coming putrid and offenſive, and from pe- 
riſhing; and in adding an agreeable flavour 
to many things which would otherwiſe be 
altogether inſipid. The church of God an- 
ſwers a ſimilar purpoſe, and is the ſalt which 
ſeaſons and preſerves the world. It muſt 
indeed be allowed, that the text appears ve- 
ry applicable to the Apoſtles in their ſacred 
Pe as the Miniſters of Chriſt. But I 
apprehend that it reſpects them more parti- 
- cularly as Chriſtians; the profeſſors of the 
| doctrine of Chriſt, and the ſubjects of his 
grace. : 

Now, Chriſtians are re ſalt of the earth. 
1. Becauſe for their fake the world itſelf 

is preſerved. The wicked, indeed, enter- 
tain very different thoughts concerning them. 
For in their opinion, "ey are as the filth of 


IN ns 


131 
the world. and the. off ſcouring of all things, 
What a happy place, think they, would this 
world be, if all the people of God were ex- 
tirpated out of it? On this. principle man- 
kind have afted, in all the perſecutions 
raiſed againſt the church of God. But in 
this they act contrary to their own intereſts. 
For, if The bleſſed God exerciſes forbearance 
towards thoſe, who by their fins render them- 
ſelves the- veſſels of wrath; it is, that his 
grace might have opportunity to prepare 7he 
veſſels of mercy for everlaſting glory. Rom. 
ix. 22, 23. Sin has ſubjected this world to 
a fiery curſe. And what is it that has avert- 
ed this tremendous judgment for ſo many 
ages? But that God has a church in the 
world, his choſen jewels to fave from among 
mankind. And if the period were once ar- 
rived which will complete the number of 
God's redeemed ones, vengeance would no 
longer ſleep; but the ſound of the trump of 
| God would uſher in the final diflolution of 
the world. Let not the ungodly therefore, 
with the children of God out of the world, 
for it is for their ſake the forbearance of God 
is continued, and the world itſelf preſerved. 

This point is confirmed, by more than 
one event recorded in ſacred hiſtory. Though 
God was greatly incenſed by the iniquities of 
the o/d world, yet forbearance held the hands 
of vengeance, and kept the deluge from in- 
vading the world, until the Ar was 
pared, to fave Noah and his family. 207 Ol 


minable 


j 
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minable Sodom likewiſe was ſecure while 


Lot continued in it, and the fiery ſtorm. 
could not deſcend, until he was fafe in the 
retreat appointed for him. How remark- 
able are the words of the Angel. Haſte thee, 
eſcape to Zoar, for I cannot do any thing 
till thou be come thither. Gen. xix. 22. 
„Though vengeance be impatient of fur- 
ther delay, yet will it wait till thou art 


ſafe. Therefore make haſte, that the judg- 2 


ment be no more retarded,” 
It may be here alſo obſerved, that the 


Lord ſpares men, and averts threatened judg- 


ments, not only becauſe of the favourable 
regard he bears to his own people, but alſo 

in anſwer to the fervent prayers which they 
offer for them. This is remarkably exem- 


plified in Abraham's interceſſion for Sodom, 
which ſucceeded ſo far as to obtain a promiſe, 


that if but ren pious perſons were found in 
it, that corrupt city ſhould be ſpared for 
their ſake. While the ungodly are pouring 
out their impious blaſphemies, the godly 
are ſupplicating mercy in their behalf; and 


the God of Mercy hears and ſpares. 


2. Real Chriſtians are the ſalt of the 
earth, becauſe by their means the world 1s 
reformed, and a total corruption of manners 


E prevented. In this ſenſe, the text coin- 


cides with the meaning of our Lord's para- 
ble in Mat. xiii. 33. The kingdom of hea- 
ven 1s like unto a leaven, which a woman took 
and hid in three meaſures of meal, till the whole 
ien WAas 


. 


was leavened.— The church of Chriſt c con- 
ſiſted then of a very ſmall nuniber; yet this 
ſociety, ſo inconſiderable in appearance, is 
regarded as the kingdom of heaven... And by 

means of it, the influence of the Goſpel, and 
of the Grace of God, was in time to be dif- 
fuſed through the whole earth. Its influ- 
ence has. reached far already, and. produced 
wonderful effects in the world. But it will 
more conſpicuouſly appear, when the glory 
of the latter day will be introduced, The 


goſpel is the grand inſtrument in the hand of 


the Spirit of Grace, in converting ſinners, 
and in healing the maladies of the ſoul. But 
it is never ſo likely to anſwer this important 
purpoſe, as when its luſtre is manifeſted in 
the ſpirit and life of thoſe who profels it, 
and who preach it.—In this view Chriſtians 
are uſeful to the world ; 

(1) As by the profeſſion they make of che 
Goſpel of Chriſt, they hold out a light to 
mankind, to. direct them to the way of truth 
and holineſs. In this reſpect is the church 
the pillar and the ground of the truth. Tim. 
iii. 15. Not that the truth borrows its cer- 
tainty from a ſuppoſed infallible teſtimony of 
the church; but it ſtands as a column erect- 
ed by the Lord, on which he has inſcribed 
his truth, and by which he exhibits it to 
the view of men : And thus it holds forth the 
word of life. Phil. ii. 16. When chriſtians 
unite in ſacred ſocieties to maintain the pure 
worſhip of God, and to encourage the faith- 

ful 
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ful miniſtration ' of his word, a lamp is 


kind led to afford light to all around. Thi- 
ther may the inquiſitive reſort, to learn what 


the Divine Phyfician has preferibed to heal 


the maladies of the foul. Yea ſome, whom 


mere curioſity, or perhaps, a worſe motive 


has led to drop i in, have there met with the 
Fee, which gives life to the foul. | 
Their holy and unblemiſhed ex- 


. e een eminently to convince the 
world of the reality and importance of reli- 


gion. To this purpoſe, Chriſt addreſſes his 


| 3 in the verſes which fucceed the 
Te are the light of the world. Let 
f var light fo ſhine before men, that they may 


your good works, and glor! ify your Father 


tents; nor the moſt charming and perſuaſive 
eloquence, will prevail with men to yield it 


obedience. It will conduce much more to 
the accompliſhment of this great end, for 
the profeſſors of the Goſpel to be able to 
ſhew, that their ſpirit and conduct are form- 
ed after the model of N. Did the world ſee; 
that we not only cry down fin in words,. but 
carefully avoid it in our lives; that we not 


only commend holineſs and piety with our 


lips, but make it our greateſt ſtudy to culti- 


vate it in heart and life: in a word, were it 
CY; that we are habitually influenced by 
a a res 


which 15 in heaven. Matt. v. 16.—Not the 
ſtrongeſt reaſoning for the truth and heavenly 
original of the Goſpel ; not the cleareſt and 
moſb judicious illuſtration of its divine con- 


. 


{#11 


a. regard to the world to ome, Which we 
prof ſs to expect; would not this conduce to 


155 allure: others to enter on the ways of God? 


(3). Their ſocial converſe and intercourſe 
with others, will contribute to promote the 
ſame important end. The grace of God calls 
out its ſubjects from all fellowſhip with the 
ungodly: world, in their vain and finful prac- 
tices; but it by no means hinders that inter- 
_ courſe, which is of a civil nature. It is not 
the duty of chriſtians to lead the ſequeſtered 
life of Monks; for thereby they would be 
excluded from the diſcharge of many duties, 
which reaſon and religion enjoin. Yet while 
they keep up ſome converſe with the world, 
it is their duty, and ſhould be their concern, 
ſo to regulate it, that it may promote the in- 
tereſt of religion and piety. If we have fa- 
milies under our direction, we ſhould ſtudy 
to exerciſe our authority and influence, for 
the advancement of religion.—If we have 
friends connected with us by the moſt en- 
dearing ties; let us ever remember, that the 
trueſt friendſhip is a love to their ſouls.— 
And as far as we are governed by divine 
Grace, we ſhall be concerned, that thoſe we 
deal with'in the world, may be led by our 
upright and dea tiene behaviour, to 
think more favourably of religion on our ac- 
count. — In a word, no ſituation in life can 
totally exclude a man from contributing his 
part towards promoting the beſt intereſts of 
his fellow-creatures. 


bt (4) Their 


1E 


. (4) Their fervent 1 have a peculiar | 
t 


tendency to promote the ſame end: where- 
ever the Grace of God reigns in the heart, it 
will inſpire it with warm zeal for the Re- 
deemer's Glory, and a tender concern for 


the ſouls of men. It is moſt natural for a 


chriſtian to pray, %% kingdom come. The 
words of Iſaiah will expreſs the ſentiments 
of his heart. Chap. Ixii. 1. For Zion's jake 


will J not Hold my r and for Feruſalem's 


fake I will not reſt, until the righteouſneſs 
thereof g forth as brightneſs, and the ſalva- 
tion thereof as a lamp that burneth.—And he 
will naturally adopt = pathetic language of 
Jeremiah. Chap. ix. Oh ! that my head 


were waters, and mine whe a fountain of tears, 


that I might weep day and night for the ſlain 
of the daughter of my people And is it not 
natural to ſuppoſe, that a remarkable effu- 

ſion of the Spirit of God to carry on the 
work of converſion, will be in the way of a 


gracious anſwer to the fervent prayers of 


Chriſtians ? When ſuch a ſpirit is prevalent 
in the church, the Lord will cloath his Mi- 
niſters with zeal, with authority, and with 


power. And then will #he weapons of their 


warfare be mighty through God, to the pulling 
don of firong holds. 2 Cor. x. 


Thus are chriſtians the ſalt of the earth, as 


they contribute, under the influence of di- 


vine Grace, to reform and purify the prin- 


ciples and manners of men, and in the iſſue 
5 | to 
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to render the diſpenſations of Providence 
more favourable towards them 


From the whole of this head, we may na- 
| turally collect the reaſon; why: the Lord pro- 
longs the life of his people, whom he has 


called by his Grace. It is not only or prin- 


cipally that, they might acquire a meetneſs 
for Glory for this his grace might accom- 


pliſh in them in a very little time. But he 
er them as the ſalt of the earth, that he 


might be favourable to the world for their 
| lake. . 


We are now led to enquire 

II. What Wen that gracious . 
which renders chriſtians - falt of the 
earth! ? 


This : doubtleſs, is not to be aſcribed to any 


natural excellency diſtinguiſhing them from 
others. For naturally we are univerſally cor- 
rupt,and diſpoſed. rather to increaſe and con- 


firm the general depravity, than to reform or 


correct it. It muſt therefore be derived en- 


tirely from that gracious conſtitution which 
the bleſſed God has eſtabliſhed for healing 
the degeneracy of mankind: And fince the 


Goſpel 1s the grand inſtrument, which the 
Lord employs for this falutary purpoſe, in 


order to our being rhe ſalt of the earth; 
1: Our minds muſt be well enriched with 


the genuine principles of the goſpel. Had 
the doctrines of the goſpel been matters of 
| C9 mere 


... 
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1 
mere ſpeculation, ſo that our religion ſhould 
in no degree be affected by the belief or the 
denial of them; zeal for their truth would 
be altogether needleſs. For that only de- 
mands our zeal, which lies at the root of 
that religion, which brings glory to God 
and terminates in the ſalvation of the ſoul. 
But it is evident, that the Goſpel is in this 
view eſſential. For the Apoſtle ſays, I am 
not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chrift, for it is 
the power of God unto ſalvation, unto every 
one that believeth. Rom. i. 16. And what 


is the Goſpel, but that precious collection of 


divine truths, which were taught by Chriſt 
himſelf and his inſpired Apoſtles ? This is 
the bleſſed remedy, whoſe virtue is ſovereign 
and efficacious to heal the ſpiritual diſorders 
of human nature. There is no religion but 
_ that of Jeſus, that can effect the reſtoration 
of a fallen creature. Many expedients have 
been tried, but they have been tried in vain. 

Philoſophy only made its votaries capable of 
a folly more ſpecious and refined, than the 
vulgar were capable of. Profeſjing themſelves 
ro be wiſe, they became fools. Rom. i. 22— 
And the /aw though delivered by God him 
ſelf, was weak through the fleſh; incapable of 
producing that ſaving effect, with which the 
' goſpel is attended, on the fouls of men. (not 
that the old diſpenſation, while it remained 
in force, wanted efficacy to bring about the 
renovation and falvation of men. But this 
is to be aſcribed to that Goſpel which oe 
5 iſte 


TY 

iſted prior to the law, and in ſubſervieney 
to which the law was given.) —As the goſ- 
pel affords the only ſovereign remedy for the 
ſpiritual maladies of human nature, profeſ- 
ſors cannot be called the ſalt of the earth, 

unleſs their religious principles are found and 
evangelical. When theſe are wanting, the 
felt hath loſt its favour. That religion which 
ſprings not from the influence of Goſpel- 
principles, is a poor, dry, inſipid thing, in- 
capable of affording real ſatisfaction to the 
man himſelf, or of being of any advantage 
to thoſe who are about him. 

2. The ſoundeſt principles are not ſuffi- 
cient to render us the ſalt of the earth, un- 
leſs our ſouls are poſſeſſed of the ſaving grace 
of God. Hence our Lord ſays to his diſci- 
ples, Have ſalt in yourſelves. Mark ix. 50. 
«« See to it, that ye have a living principle 
of divine grace in your fouls.” By a prin- 
ciple of Grace, we are not to underſtand any 
ſubſtance united to the ſoul ; but the perma- 
nent effect of a divine onde upon the 
ſoul.—It is undeniably evident, that fin or 
corruption is a very powerful principle in 
our nature. It is called a /aw in our mem 
bers ; the law of fin and death ; the fleſh which 
muſt be crucified with its affeGions and luſts ; 
the body of death; and the old man, whoſe 
corrupt members muſt be mortified. Every 
experienced Chriſtian knows what is intend- 
ed by theſe ſtrong metaphors. Now to ſub- 
due this pernicious principle, the grace ot 

God 
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God as a living principle is implanted in the 
heart. And the ſcriptures are ſufficiently: 


explicit, in bearing witneſs to its exiſtence 
in the Saints. : Chriſt evidently refers to it 
in thoſe remarkable words in John iv. 14: 
The water that I ſhall give him ſhall be in 
him, a well of water, ſpringing up into ever- 
laſting fe. —It is frequently called the ſpirit; 
as John iii. 6. That which is born of the 


ſpirit is ſpirit. And Gal. v. 17. The fleſh 


tuſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt 
the fleſh; and theſe are contrary the one to the 
other. This indicates the Spirit of God to 
be its Author : and that it is its natural ten- 
dency to render its ſubjects ſpiritual in their 
diſpoſition.—lt is alſo denominated a /aw ; 
the law of the mind; which is expreſſive of 
the commanding influence of divine Grace 
upon a regenerate ſoul. In a word, it is 
called a Divine Nature. 2 Pet. i. 4. Which 
implies, that divine Grace produces a God- 
like diſpofition. All theſe ſtrong expreſſi- 
ons denote the zndwelhng of the Divine Spi- 
rit in the Saints; and his gracious influence 
apon their ſouls, together with thoſe graces 
which are the permanent effects of his ope- 
rations. There may in ſome moments. be 


an interruption as to the actual exerciſe of 
particular graces, but even then the habit of 


them remains in the foul. A ſkilful mufi- 
cian may lay aſide his inſtrument, and for a 
time may ceaſe to think of the art in which 
he excels; yet the habit remains, and when 

ED, called 


og 1 
cated to it, he diſcovers the {kill he offeled 


before. So a Chriſtian is not every moment 


in the actual exerciſe of faith, repentance, 
and every grace; yet when there is a ſuſ- 
penſion of the act, the habit muſt remain.— 


It is this gracious principle that renders 


Chriſtians the ſalt of the earth. Deſtitute of 


it, we are corrupt ourſelves, and in danger 


of infecting others. But ſeaſoned with it, 


we are qualified to promote holineſs and 


piety in thoſe who are around us. 
3. When the heart is enriched with ſach 


a treaſure, there will follow a conſtant and 


uniform courſe of holineſs and piety, which 
eminently conduces to render us the ſalt of 
the earth, Holineſs is the grand object, to 
which the deſigns and operations of God 


reſpecting his people tend. Are they choſen 


by him from eternity? It is, that they ſhould 


be holy and without blame before him in love. 


Did Chrift give himſelf for them? It was to 


redeem them from all iniquity. Are they 
called and regenerated by his Grace? It is, 
that they might be conformable to Chriſt their 
Head. In holineſs confiſts the health and 
proſperity of an intelligent creature. But 
when fin reigns, it incapacitates a man for ſpi- 
ritual enjoyment, and deprives him of all the 
comfort which ſprings from fellowſhip with 


a holy God. For, we ſay we have fellowſhip 


with him, and walk in darkneſs, we lie, and 


do not the truth. But if we walk in the 
hight, as be is in the got, Wwe have fellow- 


Ship 
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Hip one with * 1 John i. 6, 7. — And 


this is abſolutely. neceſſary to render us the 


ſalt of the earth. Is there an object on the 


face of the earth ſo hateful in the fight of 
God, as a corrupt profeſſor? Or is there any 


thing that has an equal tendency to harden | 
men in impiety. and fin? For a man to profeſs, 


that he believes and receives the great prin- 
ciples of the goſpel ; and yet to live as though 
he knew they were falſe, tends to perſuade the 
world, that religion is nothing but knavery 
and hypocriſy. It ſhould, therefore, be. our 


grand concern, to have our lives regulated 


according to the pattern exhibited in the Bi- 
ble. How important did this appear in the 


view of the Apoſtle. Phil. i. 27. Only let 
your converſation be as it becometh the Goſpel 
% Cbriß. Other things are of importance, 


but this is moſt important. Tis thus alone 


we ſhould evidence, that we are what we 


profeſs to be; thus may we hope, that Chriſt 


will acknowledge us as his diſciples; and 


thus ſhall we contribute to the propagation 


of piety and holineſs in the world. 


4. Another thing neceſſary to render us 
the ſalt of the earth, is ſavoury and ſpiritual 
ſpeech and converſation. Let your ſpeech be 
alway with grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt, Col. iv. 


6. And this will naturally follow, where 


the ſoul is enriched with the ſound princi- 
ples of the Goſpel, and under the influence 


of divine grace. For out of the abundance of 
the heart the month ſpeaketh. A good man 


CU 
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but of the good treaſure of the heart, bringeth 
forth good things. Mat. xii. 34. 35. Sin 
fills the hearts of the ungodly, whence that 
corrupt converſation proceeds which infects 
all who delight in their ſociety. If, there- 
fore, the ſpirit of God has cauſed a well of 
living water to ſpring up in our hearts, will 
it not naturally flow in ſtreams of ſerious 
and edifying converſation ? Doubtleſs, we 
ſhould in this caſe as well as in others, 
be governed by the rules which wiſdom 
_ and' prudence dictate. But if there are 
times when religious conference is unſea- 
ſonable, there are times alſo when it muſt 
be moſt ſeaſonable and proper. The Prophet 
Malachi referring to ſuch a ſeaſon ſays, Then 
they that feared the Lord ſpake often one to 
another, and the Lord hearkened and heard it. 
Chap. iii. 16. Can our hearts feel the in- 
fluence of the great things of God, and our 
lips continue always filent concerning 
them ? Is Jeſus the great object of our truſt 
and ſupreme affection, yet never the ſubject 
of our delightful converſation? Are we ex- 
perienced in the conflicts of Chriſtians, yet 
totally ſilent on the ſubject, as though the 
ſpiritual warfare did not exiſt? Have we 
taſted the peculiar comforts of religion, and 
yet ſatisfied without dropping a ſingle word 
in commendation of it? This cannot be. 
Therefore a gracious and ſpiritual diſ- 
poſition muſt excite us to encourage 
chriſtian and ſpiritual converſation. And 
where this is duly regulated, it will 
: — "9g 5 tend 
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tend gteatly to promote real piety. It 


will contribute to the mutual edification and 
eſtabliſhment of Chriſtians in the divine life. 
It will have a great influence on young minds, 
and tender conſciences. And under a di- 
vine bleſſing, it may tend to the conviction 
of inconſiderate and hardened ſinners. we 


To render us the ſalt of the earth, our 


N 33 muſt be warmed with fervent love and 
chriſtian zeal. The Goſpel is a glorious 


manifeſtation of the W love of our 
God and Saviour; and as far as this Goſpel 
is entertained by us, it muſt kindle theſe 


graces in our ſouls. When we contemplate 
the wonders of redeeming love, can we do 


leſs than love that God, in whoſe ſovereign 
compaſſion the amazing ſcheme took its 
riſe ? Can we do leſs than love that . bleſſed 
Jeſus, whoſe love to ſinners is ſo great? And 
can we avoid loving our brethren of man- 
kind, when we ſee ſo. much mercy towards 
them. in heaven? Therefore, in proportion 
to our chriſtianity, will be our love and 


zeal: And this Chriſt requires of us. For, 
obſerve how he cenſures the oppoſite ſpirit 


in the Laodiceans, Rev. iii. 15, 16. 1 know 
thy works, that thou art neither bat nor cold: 


fo then, becauſe thou art lukewarm, and nei- 


ther cold nor hot, I will ſpew, thee out of my 
mouth, A lukewarm ſpirit in profeſſors 
hardens ſinners, and obſtructs the ſucceſs of 


the Goſpel ; and therefore muſt be hateful 


to Chriſt. But a ſpirit of chriſtian love and 
well regulated zeal, ſhews us to be ſincere in 


1 | what 


1 1 


Sunk 'we profeſs, and tends to convince 


others, 9 there js a reality in religion. 
This, therefore, is that gracious chr. 

which will render us the ſalt of the earth. 

Our: minds muſt embrace the genuine trüths 


of the goſpel; our hearts muſt be enriched 


with 4. Jil principle of divine grace; our 
walk muſt be holy and circumſpect; our 
ſpeech and converſation ſpiritual and ſavoury; 
and our hearts muſt be warmed with love and 


chriſtian zeal.—It remains that we ſhould 


attend to the next head. 
III. The ſad ſtate and miſerable 265th of 
thoſe profeſſors of religion, who are de- 
ſtitute of this gracious ſavour. —It is thus 
exprefſed in the text. But if the 2 have 
72 ig ſavour, wherewith fhall it be ſalted? 
ze is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be 
caſt out and to be trodden under foot of men. 


After what has been already ſaid, a ſhort 
hint will ſuffice to make up the deſcription 
of an unſavoury profeſſor. For, if profeſ- 
ſors reject the peculiar doctrines of the Goſ- 
pel, their religion will unavoidably degene- 
rate into an infipid form. Eſpecially, if they 
can produce no good evidence of Grace, if 


their walk be irregular, and their converſation 


_ earthly and unſavoury, it becomes too evi- 


dent, that z7he ſalt bath loft its ſavour.— Their 
ſtate and doom we may learn, by a little at- 
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tention to two or thres r contained 


in the text. 
1. If the ſalt have Ie oft its favour, our - 


Lord aſks, © wherew;th ſhall it be ſalted? 


Should ſalt once loſe its pungent quality, by 
TOs means can it be reſtored? It belongs 

to alone; and no other ſubſtance-can im- 
part it,-—Where are we to look for the vital 
favour of religion, but among thoſe who 
make a profeſſion of it? If they, therefore, 
be deſtitute of it, Fhat can 4-6 them? If 


in the enjoyment of all the means of grace, 


they themſelves are found graceleſs, whence 
can it be expected, that their ſtate and diſ- 
poſition ſhould be altered for the better ? 


We may entertain ſome hopes, that the moſt 


licentious and profligate may be reclaimed, 

if prevailed upon to attend on the means of 
Grace. But the caſe of none is ſo hopeleſs, 
as of thoſe, who under a profeſſion of reli- 


gion, and in the enjoyment of the moſt 


precious means, continue abſolute ſtrangers 


to the life and power of it in their own ſouls, 
Therefore, woe unto thoſe who are at eaſe in 


Zion Our Lord adds 

2. It is thenceforth good for notbing. The 
entire excellency and uſefulneſs of ſalt con- 
fiſts in its /avoyr or ſaltneſs. But ſhould it 
once loſe this quality, it would become to- 
tally uſeleſs and worthleſs, and cannot be 
applied to any valuable purpoſe whatſoever. 
o the excellency and uſefulneſs of a pro- 


feflor is derived from his being poſſeſſed of 


real 


IL 21 
real and vital religion. Thereby only is he 


capable of glorifying God, and of 4 
viceable to the world. But if he be deſtitute 
of this, his profeſſion is of no value, and 
his character ſinks beneath that of the man 
who makes no profeſſion at all. — The ſcrip- 
ture makes uſe of another metaphor as ex- 
preſſive of the church, which illuſtrates and 
confirms the point before us. In Ezek. xv. 
2. the Lord aſks, What is the vine- tree more 

than any tree? Merely as a tree, almoſt every 
tree excels it. Its whole excellency lies in 
the generous fruit which it produces. But 
if it yield no fruit, it is of no kind of uſe, 
unleſs it be for fuel.—So it may be aſked, 
what is the man who profeſſes religion more 
than any other man? If he be deſtitute of 
the fruits of Grace, to what purpoſe can he 
be applied, but that the awful ſeverity of di- 
vine juſtice may be demonſtrated in him: 
Which leads us to the laſt particular in the 

. 

3. If the ſalt have loſt its ſavour, being of 
no further uſe, it is caſt out and trodden under 
foot of men. Who would keep ſuch an uſe- 
leſs thing in his houſe? Nor will the Lord 
always bear with unſavoury profeſſors in 915 
houſe. Sometimes they are caſt out by a 
cenſure drawn on themſelves from the ſo- 
ciety they are connected with, on account of 
their unchriſtian conduct. Sometimes they 
are overwhelmed by public calamities 
brought upon them by the providence of 
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provement of this DAL Bagh 
1. We may learn from what has been id, 


the great importance of real and vital re- 


ligion. The generality ſeem willing to 
acknowledge its importance and neceſſity 


with reſpect to death and eternity. Let me 


die the death of the righteous, is the language 
of all, and no wonder; for words cannot 


expreſs the miſery. of that man who enters 
into eternity, without an intereſt in the Sa- 


viour, without a ſmile from God. But 
ſuch wiſhes can be of no avail. —For we muſt 


hve as Chriſtians, if we hope to die ſuch— 


But religion is of the higheſt importance 
with reſpect to his life. Not only it ad- 
vances its ſubjects to privileges and pleaſures 
which ſinners are ſtrangers to; but its good 
effects extend to others alſo. Let thoſe poſ- 


ſeſs the honour due to them, who have been 


ſerviceable to the world, by the uſeful arts 
which 


1 5 
which they have diſcquered or. 10 e by 


their 9 4 in the field, or their {kill and 
wiſdom in the cabinet; but let us aſpire, to 
be made, by. divine Grace. "the" ſalt: of the 
earth ; which 1s the greate: honour that 
God can put upon us in this world. TY 
2. May I he permitted to make ke 
remark, which ſeems very naturally to ariſe 
from this ſubject? I hope my Reverend Fa- 
thers and Brethren will; not, think , it difre- 
ſpectful or. impertinent, in me 1 mention it. 
If the Power of religion be ſo neceſſaryt to 
rofeſſors, how, important and indiſpenſa- 
ble is it in the Miniſters of the Goſpel! 
They are peculiarly defigned to be he ſalt of 
the earth... Honourably and ſucceſsfully to 
anſwer the end of ave calling, there are 
other qualifications which are very deſirable, 
expedient, and even neceſſary. But the life 
of religion is moſt neceſſary. A profeiſor, 
when deſtitute of this, is a wretched object. 
But were we to ſuppoſe a Miniſter to be a 
ſtranger to it ; who could view ſuch a cha- 
rater without ſome degree of horror ? Would 
to God, that ſuch a character did not exiſt! 
. Amidit all the occaſions of mourning 
with which the world abounds, nothing is 
ſo much to be lamented as the decay of reli- 
gion in thoſe who profeſs it. Let things 
wear ever ſo alarming an aſpect in the v -orld, 
if religion flouriſhes in the church, there is 
a ſource of hope and conſolation : for he 
Lord is there. And amidſt al! the ſtorms 
Which 
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which ſhake the world, fay ye to the righte- 
out, it ſhall be well with bim. But if the 

fervour of piety be loſt, and religion dege- 

nerate into a form ; the preſence of the Lord 
is withdrawn. And in ſuch a caſe, where 
is the retreat in which we may hope for 

fafety ? 3 

4. Laſtly; With eur" diligence ſhould 
we purſue the means ap Proſe to cheriſh 
and improve the life of godlineſs in our 
fouls? Our own beſt intereſt requires it; 
and the benevolence we owe to mankind de- 
mands it of us. Let us, therefore, awake 
and trim our lamps. Let us narrowly exa- 
mine into the ſtate of religion in our own 
ſouls. Let us be conſtant in our attendance 
on all the means of Grace. And above all, 
let us earneſtly pray, that the Lord may 
abundantly ſupply our ſouls with his Grace. 

Thus may we become be [alt of the earth! 

And when our mortal life 1s ended, the 

Lord will acknowledge us as his own, and 

admit us to his beatific preſence. 


THE END. 
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